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St. Mary's Church

The beginning of St. Mary's Church in Huntingdon County, PA has a unique and

interesting history. Many of the present parishioners can trace their ancestors, not only to

the founding of St. Mary's, but to the founding of our country. In the early part of the 1700's,

a house of worship was erected on the left bank of Shade Creek on Turkey Hill, now known
as the Logan tract. At that time, there were only three Catholic families living here. This
first building was built of logs. Two rooms were added about 1740 to conform to the very
stringent laws of the colonies. These laws were enacted in England to control religious
buildings.

By 1765, religious services were conducted by Jesuit priests who were sent from Hickory,

Maryland. Father Demetrius Gallitzin visited the mission church in Shade Gap from 1796
to 1800. From 1787-1840, religious services were held once a month in the Logan residence
on the farm where the present church is now located.

The present limestone constructed church was built from 1840 to 1845. Michael Krugh

and Michael Fogel cut the limestone for the new church. Andrew Hegie plastered the interior
of the church. By the date of the cornerstone laying in 1845, 50 registered families appeared
on the church records.

Our church was serviced as a mission church from Bedford (1820-1848), from
Chambersburg (1849-1855), from Huntingdon (1855-1921), and from St. Catherine's in

Mount Union (1921-1962). We celebrated our sesquicentennial in 1948.

In June of 1962, the mission church of St. Mary's became St. Mary's of Shade Gap.
The congregation numbered 67 families. Father John Halka was the first resident pastor.
He began the construction of the parish hall in 1964, which was managed to completion
by our second pastor, Father Kenneth Greiner (1964-1977). Our next pastor was Father

Albert Anselmi (1977-1983). He was followed by Father Timothy Swope and Father Cletus
Adams. Our present pastor, Father David Becker, arrived in 1988.

In 1982, Philip Franklin Oppel, a native of Black Log Valley, willed his estate to St.

Mary's Church. The money from the estate was used in remodeling and enlarging the church.
This additional space was needed because our parish now has 88 families.

The background of the parishioners of St. Mary's is important as it reminds us of the
faith and courage of our spiritual ancestors, qualities that we need as we approach the
bicentennial of our parish (1998) and the 21st century.
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Father David R. Becker

Parish Council & Finance Council



Ladies Guild Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers,
Lectors

Altar Boys

Bible School Children Teachers & Organists

69486



ATHERTON, STEVE & ANNETTE
DANNY, SCOTT, COREY, RANDY

BRIGGS, POLLY
LANA

COONS, KEITH & SHARON
AARON, ERIC

BAER, MAX & CALLISTA
DAVID, SHELLY

CIARROCCA, MARY

COX, RICHARD & NANCY
PATRICK

FLEMING, FRANK & MELISSA
DDV'\Po.I MdTT~I=W MIr.HAEL

BAKER, DAN & SUSAN
MIRANDA, KENDRA

CLARK, GRACE
CATHERINE

CROUSE, GERALD & ANN

GOSHORN, ELIZABETH

BECKER, DAVID FR.

COLYER, MIKE & TRISHA
MARISSA, JOCELYN

DOYLE, BRIAN & DENISE
BRIANNE

GOSHORN, JOHN & JENNIFER
MARK, MATTHEW, MONICA



HAGlE, ANNE

McELRATH, WILLIAM
LANDON

McMATH, JOE & CARRIE
JOEY, ERIN, STACEY, DULCIE

. PHEASANT, WENDALL
& HELEN

JENKINS, JANVIER & JACKIE

McMATH, BERNICE

McMATH, PAUL

KOUGH, THOMAS & PATRICIA
CHRISTOPHER,AMBER, JONATHON

McMATH, CLARA

McMATH, SAMUEL
& CAMILLUS

t1
PHILLIPS, ROBERT & GRACE PRICE, BRIAN & JULIE

TIFFANY, NICHOLAS

LEONARD, GEORGIA

McMATH, ,JAMES & BARBARA
DUSTIN, WILLIAM

McMATH, TOM & LINDA
ASHLEY, CLAY, JILL, JESSEE

REGI, SAM & ELLEEN 69481



SHOPE, WILLIAM & ANNA

STARR, PAUL & NANCY

YOHN, DANIEL & ROBIN

STARR, JAMES & MARYANN
BETSY, TYLER, NATHAN

STARR, TAMMY
DERICK

STARR, MONTY & SUZANNE

STRAYER, GLENDA
SUSAN, JOHN, MARGARET, JOE

ZINOBILE, HUBERT & MABEL

STARR, NORBY
KELLY, BRAN DYE

WEAVER, MICHAEL & KATHLEEN
JASON, CHRIS, TRACY

l~
ZINOBILE, HUGH & LILLIAN



THOSE UNAVAILABLE FOR PHOTOGRAPHY

COX, JAMES YOHN, WILLARD
& MARY AGNES

McMULLEN, MICHAEL WEAVER, RICK

St. Mary's Church before renovation



ROSTER LISTING FOR

ST. MARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH
SHADE GAP, PA

All addresses are Shade Gap, PA 17255 unless otherwise indicated .

• Indicates Non-Catholic Spouse

A

ATHERTON, 'Stephen & Annette
Randy, Corey, Scott, Danny
RD 1, Box 1377
Three Springs, PA 17264
................... 448-2338

B

BAER, Max & Callista
Shelly, David
HC 61, Box 120. .259-3675

BAKER, 'Daniel & Susan
Miranda, Kendra
Box 21
Spring Run, PA 17262
............... 717-349-7504

BAllES, Joseph & Norma
PO Box 161
Saltillo, PA 17253 .... 448-2347

BECKER, Rev. David R.
HC 62, Box 696 447-3172

BRIGGS, 'William & Polly
Lana
RD 1, Box 206
Blairs Mills, PA 17213
· 259-3851

BROWN, 'Dennis & Janet
Claudia, Sally
PO Box 189
Three Springs, PA 17264

~RUNNER, Maurice & Janice
7894 Huguenot Ct.
Severn, MD 21144

. . 301-551-5646

C

CHAPMAN, Valerie
Rory, Jonathan
RD 1, Box 295
Blairs Mills, PA 17213
· 259-3888

CIARROCCA, Mary (Mrs. Angelo)
PO Box 35
Hockhill Furnace, PA 17249
· 447-3341

CLARK, Grace (Mrs. Arthur)
Catherine
HC 61, Box 60 259-3293

COLYER, Michael & Trisha
Marissa, Jocelyn
RD 2, Box 325
Mount Union, PA 17066
· 542-8359

Rq4RR

COONS, Keith & Sharon
Eric, Aaron
PO Box 44
Dry Run, PA 17220
............... 717-349-7281

COX, Richard & Nancy
Celeste, Timothy, Brian, James,
Patrick
RD 1, Box 1130
Mapleton Depot, PA 17052

................. 448-3442
CROUSE, Gerald & Ann

Shawn, Jeff, Teresa
HCR 61, 250. .259-3464

CROUSE, Perry & 'Christina
Luke, Troy
HCR 61, Box 117 .... 259-3636

CUPILLARI, Rita (Mrs. Thomas)
HCR 60, Box 35
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3111

D

DEVLIN, John
PO Box 243
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3989

DOYLE, 'Brian & Denise
Brianne
Three Springs, PA 17264
................... 448-3987.

E

EICHENLAUB, Wayne & Judy
Jon Fetter
RD 1, Box 242
Blairs Mills, PA 17213

............... 259-3226

F

FETZER, Douglas & Jackie
Jessica, Ryan, Curtis, luke
HCR 66, Box 682
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 542-2555

FLEMING, Frank & Melissa
Matthew, Michael, Bryan
HC 61, Box 342 259-3805

FLEMING, Marcella (Mrs. Carl)
Woodland Retirement Ctr.
Orbisonia, PA 17243

FLOWERS, James & Joan
Box 12
Shirleysburg, PA 17260
· . . . . . . . . . . ..... 447-3265

G

GARTLAND, Michael & Susan
Anastasia
PO Box 78
Saltillo, PA 17253 .... 448-2007

GOSHORN, Elizabeth
(Mrs. Banks)
HC 61, Box 49
Blairs Miils, PA 17213
· 259-3344

GOSHORN, John & Jennifer
Monica, Matthew, Mark
HCR 61, Box 50
Blairs Mills, PA 17213

.. 259-3471

H

HAGlE, Anne (Mrs. Thomas)
PO Box 332
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3881

HAGlE, Thomas & Eugenia
Tommy, Denis
HCR 60, Box 230
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3990

HUNTSMAN, 'Clint & Christie
HCR 61, Box 50C
Blairs Mills, PA 17213

... 259-3872

J

JENKINS, *Janvier & Jacqueline
RD 1, Box 766
Three Springs, PA 17264
· 447-5406

K

KERSHAW, Harry
HCR 62, Box 458 .... 259-3893

KOUGH, Thomas & Patricia
Christopher, Amber, Jonathan
PO Box 113
Saltillo, PA 17253 ... .448-2278

KUNF, Florence (Mrs. John)
HC 61, Box 155 259-3638



L

LAIRD, Mary M. (Mrs. Charles)
Matthew (grandson)
PO Box 273
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3188

LEONARD, Georgia
HCR 60, Box 45
Orbisonia, PA 17243

M

MARAFINO, Joseph & Jane
Box 364
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3323

McELRATH, Stephanie
Landon
RD 1, Box 16
Shirleysburg, PA 17260
· 542-2895

McELRATH, William
Landon
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3308

McELRATH, William D. & Mary L.
Shawn
PO Box 324
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 259-3544

McGARVEY, Paul & Mildred
Box 387
Shirleysburg, PA 17260
· 447-3930

McMATH, Bernard & Connie
HCR 61, Box 303 .... 259-3794

McMATH, Bernice (Mrs. Bernard)
HCR 61, Box 300 .... 259-3273

McMATH, Clara (Mrs. John)
HC 61, Box 305 259-3244

McMATH, E. James & Barbara
William, Dustin
RD 1, Box 16
Shirleysburg, PA 17260

............... 542-2895
McMATH, Gerald & Darlene

Renee, Jackie, Tracy,
Bernie, Gerry
HCR 61, Box 302 .... 259-3277

McMATH, John & Ruth
HCR 62, Box 50
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3986

McMATH, Joseph & Carrie
Dulcie, Stacy, Erin, Joey
HCR 60, Box 295 .... 259-3331

McMATH, Paul
HeR 60, Box 435
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3776

McMATH, Penny
14112 Halley St.
Mount Union, PA 17066
· 542-3287

McMATH, Samuel & Camillus
RD 1, Box 15
Shirleysburg, PA 17260
· 542-2725

McMATH, Thomas & Linda
Ashley, Clay, Jill, Jesse
HC 61, Box 50 259-3147

McMULLEN, Michael & *Thelma
PO Box 87 447-3771

MILLER, *Michael & Sarah
Philip
RD 1, Box 297
Blairs Mills, PA 17213
................... 259-3144

o
O'DONNELL, "Terry & Deanna

Box 104
Saltillo, PA 17253 .... 448-3987

P

PHEASANT, 'Wendell & Helen
Box 46 259-3420

PHILLIPS, Robert & Grace
PO Box 122 259-3780

PRICE, "Brian & Julie
Nicholas, Tiffany
Three Springs, PA 17264

PUTRAMENT, Elizabeth
(Mrs. Anthony)
HCR 73, Box 3351
Three Springs, PA 17264

............. 448-3783

R

RAKOCY, Helen (Mrs. Steve)
Timothy Cramer
RD 1, Box 616
Three Springs, PA 17264

. . . . . . . . . . .. 448-2303
REGI, "Samuel & Eileen

PO Box 6
Neelyton, PA 17239 .. 259-3802

S

SASSONG, Kenneth & Sandy
Box 34
Neelyton, PA 17239 .. 259-2238

SCHOLL, Larry & "Bonnie
Patrick, Michael, Tiffany
Rockhill Furnace, PA 17249
................... 447-3955

SHEHAN, • Ronald & Barbara
Jim
PO Box 96
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3861

SHOPE, William & Anna
HCR 71, Box 10
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3291

SMELTER, Peter Jr.
Box 1 259-3538

SMELTER, Peter Sr. & Irene
Box 1 259-3538

STANEK, Alfred & Ruth
HCR 60, Box 715
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 542-4234

STARR, James & "Maryann
Nathan, Tyhler, Betsy
PO Box 74
Spring Run, PA 17262
............... 717-349-7722

STARR, Monty s Suzanne
Tammy, Derrick
PO Box 128
Saltillo, PA 17253 .... 448-3701

STARR, Norby
Brandye, Kelly
PO Box 38
Saltillo, PA 17253 .... 448-2786

STARR, Paul & Nancy
Box 27
Saltillo, PA 17253 .... 448-2954

STIFFLER, "Grant & Maggie
Mark
PO Box 3
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3970

STRAYER, Glenda (Mrs. Charles)
Joseph, Margaret, John,
Suzanne
PO Box 8
Santillo, PA 17253 .... 448-2365

T

THOMAS, John A.
88 Cromwell St.
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3593

W

WEAVER, Michael & Kathleen
Tracy, Richard, Christopher,
Jason
HCR 71, Box 500
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3571

WEAVER, Roy
Lee (grandson)
HCR 71, Box 60
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3985

WEYANDT, Mary K.
PO Box 313
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3732

WOODWARD, "Donald & Nancy
Rockhill Furnace, PA 17249

............... 447-3117

Y

YOHN, Daniel & Robin
Box 26
Neelyton, PA 17239 .. 259-3484

YOHI'tJ, Margarita (Mrs. Paul)
HCr. 71 I
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3598

YOHN, Philip & Jacqueline
Lindsey, Bradley
HC 61, Box 220 259-3502
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YOHN, Robert & Ivy Lee
Scott, Robyn
HC 61, Box 225
· 259-3663

YOHN, 'Willard & Mary Agnes
He 61, Box 220
· 259-3648

YOUNG, Helen
· 259-3779

Z ZINOBILE, Michael & Glenda
Angela, Mike, Joe, Jason, Dana
RD 1, Box 1050
Mapleton Depot, PA 17052
................... 448-3209

ZUMBRUM, Douglas & Nancy
Michael
5646 Carlisle Pike
New Oxford, PA 17350
............... 717-624-8782

ZINOBILE, Hubert s Mabel
John Quintin
RD 1, Box 1055
Mapleton Depot, PA 17052
................... 448-3429

ZINOBILE, Hugh & Lillian
Box 181
Orbisonia, PA 17243 .. 447-3912

NEW MEMBERS

NAME PHONE ADDRESS

(
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1rhr Rational 'BirrctorH ~rruicr for
([atholir ~_ar_is_hr_s _-----------------------------------1525 Hardeman Lane • Cleveland, Tennessee 37311 • 1-800-248-2041

'"

PAPER
.for a Good Look

-
I


